
 

www.inclusivechildcare.org 

References 

B.D. Perry, M.D., Ph.d.: Neurosequential. BDPerry. (n.d.). https://www.bdperry.com 

Buysse, V., Goldman, B. D., & Skinner, M. L. (2002). Setting effects on friendship formation among young 
children with and without disabilities. Exceptional Children, 68(4), 503–517. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/001440290206800406 

McLeod, S. (2025, October 15). Erikson’s stages of development. Simply Psychology. 
https://www.simplypsychology.org/erik-erikson.html#Stage-1-Trust-vs-Mistrust-0%E2%80%9318-Months  

Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). (2024, March 21). Stop bullying home page. 
StopBullying.gov. https://www.stopbullying.gov 

How to help your child with disability play and make friends. (n.d.). 
https://raisingchildren.net.au/disability/school-play-work/play-friends/play-friendship-disability 

Livingstone, B. (2025, September 8). Why it is important for our children to have friends. MentalHealth.com. 
https://www.mentalhealth.com/library/why-it-is-important-for-our-children-to-have-friends 

Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research. (2024, October 15). The health benefits of good 
friends. Mayo Clinic. https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/in-depth/friendships/art-
20044860 

Meyer, L. E., & Ostrosky, M. M. (2015). Impact of an affective intervention on the friendships of kindergarteners 
with disabilities. Topics in Early Childhood Special Education, 35(4), 200–210. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0271121415571419 

Mwarfield. (2025, January 8). Friendships and social skills for children with disabilities and special health care 
needs. Navigate Life Texas. https://www.navigatelifetexas.org/en/family-support/friendships-and-social-
skills-for-children-with-disabilities-and-special-health-care-needs 

National Institute for Play. (n.d.). https://nifplay.org 

Overton, S., & Rausch, J. L. (2002). Peer relationships as support for children with disabilities. Focus on Autism 
and Other Developmental Disabilities, 17(1), 11–29. https://doi.org/10.1177/108835760201700102 

Yu, S. Y., Ostrosky, M. M., & Fowler, S. A. (2011). Children’s friendship development: A comparative study. 
Early Childhood Research and Practice, 13(1). https://ecrp.illinois.edu/v13n1/yu.html 

  

https://www.bdperry.com/
https://doi.org/10.1177/001440290206800406
https://www.simplypsychology.org/erik-erikson.html#Stage-1-Trust-vs-Mistrust-0%E2%80%9318-Months
https://www.stopbullying.gov/
https://raisingchildren.net.au/disability/school-play-work/play-friends/play-friendship-disability
https://www.mentalhealth.com/library/why-it-is-important-for-our-children-to-have-friends
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/in-depth/friendships/art-20044860
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/in-depth/friendships/art-20044860
https://doi.org/10.1177/0271121415571419
https://www.navigatelifetexas.org/en/family-support/friendships-and-social-skills-for-children-with-disabilities-and-special-health-care-needs
https://www.navigatelifetexas.org/en/family-support/friendships-and-social-skills-for-children-with-disabilities-and-special-health-care-needs
https://nifplay.org/
https://doi.org/10.1177/108835760201700102
https://ecrp.illinois.edu/v13n1/yu.html
http://www.inclusivechildcare.org


www.inclusivechildcare.org 

Additional Resources 

Bullying 
PACER’s National Bullying Prevention Center 

https://www.pacer.org/bullying 

Stomp Out Bullying | Special Needs Kids and Bullying 

https://www.stompoutbullying.org/special-needs-kids-and-bullying 

StopBullying.gov 

https://www.stopbullying.gov/resources/get-help-now 

Classroom Ideas 
Raising Children Network | Activity Guides for children with diverse abilities 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/activity-guides/children-with-diverse-abilities 

The Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning | Social Emotional Teaching Strategies 

https://pwpbs.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/AW/final/Teaching_Friendship_Skills_v3/presentation_content/external_files/e

mbedding%20friendship.pdf 

The Responsive Counselor | Teaching Kids About Healthy Friendships and Friendship Boundaries 

https://theresponsivecounselor.com/2021/03/teaching-kids-about-healthy-friendships-and-friendship-

boundaries.html 

Carol Gray Social Stories | What is a Social Story 

https://carolgraysocialstories.com/social-stories/what-is-a-social-story 

Scholastic | The Loveliest Books About Friendship 

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/family-life/social-emotional-learning/families-relationships/books-

friendship.html 

Parenting Special Needs Magazine | Five Ways to Cultivate Friendships 

https://magazine.parentingspecialneeds.org/publication/?article_id=2830975&i=422979 
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https://pwpbs.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/AW/final/Teaching_Friendship_Skills_v3/presentation_content/external_files/embedding%20friendship.pdf



