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Definition of  Terms

Inclusion
According to the Division for Early Childhood, “Inclusion, as a value, supports the right 
of all children, regardless of abilities, to participate actively in natural settings within their 
communities. Natural settings are those in which the child would spend time had he or she 
not had a disability. These settings include, but are not limited to: home, preschools, nursery 
schools, Head Start programs, kindergartens, neighborhood school classrooms, childcare, 
places of worship, recreational (such as community playgrounds and community events) and 
other settings that all children and families enjoy.”  

The entire DEC position statement on inclusion may be accessed online at:
http://www.dec-sped.org/pdf/positionpapers/PositionStatement_Inclusion.pdf

Primary source
A primary source is a publication reporting results of an original research study that typically 
appears in a peer-reviewed journal.
 
Research synthesis
A research synthesis provides a comprehensive, systematic review of research studies related to 
a particular subject. The synthesis typically includes a description, summary, and critical analysis 
of a specific line of research.  A research synthesis may also include an appraisal of the research 
evidence and a description of the magnitude of the effects of an intervention under investigation.

Research synthesis points
Research synthesis points represent the key conclusions that can be drawn from a review of the 
literature or research synthesis. The synthesis points in this document derive primarily from two key 
sources:

Odom, S. L. (Ed.). (2002).  •	 Widening the circle: Including children with disabilities in 
preschool programs. New York: Teachers College Press.
Guralnick, M. J. (Ed.). (2001). •	  Early childhood inclusion: Focus on change. Baltimore: 
Brookes.

Specialized program
A specialized program is one that is designed for and serves primarily children with disabilities. 
In specialized programs, the majority of children enrolled are those with an identified disability 
who are eligible for special education or early intervention services.

Specialized instruction
Specialized instruction consists of any intervention or instructional approach that is designed 
to scaffold learning or development for an individual child. Specialized instruction includes 
embedded interventions (those that occur within the context of daily routines and activities and 
build on a child’s interests and activities) and strategies that are more intensive and individualized 
(prompting, modeling, physical assistance, giving a directive and waiting for a response).
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